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October  marked  the  climax  of  ac- 
livilies  planned  in  celebration  of  Sweet 
Briar's  15lh  Anniversary.  The  emphasis 
was  on  alumnae,  with  over  125  Sweet 
Briar  graduates  gathering  for  Alunmae 
Council  and  the  anniversars  program 
which  featured  talented  alumnae  who 
have  been  successful  in  their  chosen 
fields. 


Civicsl  l^cachcr 


Fleming  Parker  Rutledge  '59,  full- 
time  curate  at  Christ's  Episcopal  Church 
in  Rye.  New  York,  was  guest  preacher 
for  Sunday  morning  worship  in  Memo- 
rial Chapel.  Her  sermon  was  entitled 
"Kingdom  Children." 

As  a  curate.  Mrs.  Rutledge  has  per- 
formed most  of  the  functions  of  a  priest 
except  that  she  does  not  preside  at  the 
celebration  of  the  Eucharist,  nor  pro- 
nounce absolution,  nor  give  the  solemn 
blessing  of  the  church.  Now  that  the  gen- 
eral convention  of  the  Episcopal  church 
has  approved  the  ordination  of  women, 
she  is  eligible  to  seek  ordination  to  the 
priesthood. 


"Tlic  World  of 
Willa  Cather" 


A  month-long  exhibit  entitled  "The 
World  of  Willa  Cather."  by  photo- 
grapher Lucia  Woods  '59,  inspired  two 
programs  on  the  Virginia-born  novelist. 
Ms.  Woods  presented  a  show  of  slides 
she  has  made  of  places  in  Virginia.  Neb- 
raska, and  the  Far  West  which  are  focal 
elements  in  Cather's  work,  and  Margaret 
A.  O'Connor  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  spoke  on  "Willa  Cather  of  Vir- 
ginia." Ms.  Woods  was  one  of  the 
photographers  for  Wilki  Cather:  A  Picto- 
rial Memoir,  published  in  1973  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  Press  as  part  of 
the  Willa  Cather  centennial  celebrations. 


Top:  Preston  Hodges  HiU  '49.  President  of  the  Alumnae 
Association,  presides  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Alumnae 
Council.  Middle:  Fleming  Parker  Rutledge  '59  with  Sweet 
Briar  roommate  Alice  Cary  Farmer  Brown  and  mother 
Alice  D-dbney  Parker  'J2 following  Mrs.  Rutledge' s  morn- 
ing ser\'ice.  Bottom:  President  Harold  B.  Whiteman.  Jr. 
and  Vice  President  and  Treasurer  Peler  V.  Daniel  join 
employees  recognized  for  more  than  40  years  of  ser\-ice  to 
the  College:  Carrie  Jordan.  Carroll  Henson  and  Othello 
Hutcherson.  for  her  late  husband. 
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T^nniversaiy  C'onxcjcatii mi 

The  75th  Anniversary  Convocation 
held  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  October 
13,  honored  the  founders  of  the  college, 
alumnae,  and  long-time  employees. 

Thirty  Sweet  Briar  employees  re- 
ceived recognition  for  service  of  from  20 
to  49  years.  These  employees  have 
helped  to  provide  the  many  support  func- 
tions needed  by  the  college,  having 
worked  in  the  halls  of  residence,  in  food 
service,  in  grounds  maintenance,  and  on 
the  farm. 

Three  employees  received  Sweet  Briar 
chairs  for  more  than  40  years  of  service: 
Carrie  Jordan,  47  years;  Carroll  Henson. 
42  years;  and  Jesse  Lewis  Hutcherson, 
whose  widow  accepted  a  posthumous 
award  for  her  husband  who  died  this  past 
summer  after  a  49-year  career  in  food 
services. 

Sarah  Everett  Toy  '28,  a  noted 
sculptor,  presented  as  an  anniversary  gift 
to  the  college  a  bronze  portrait  in 
sculpture  of  President  Emeritus  Anne 
Pannell  Taylor,  who  was  present  at  the 
unveiling.  Mrs.  Taylor  served  as  presi- 
dent of  Sweet  Briar  for  21  years.  Under 
her  administration  the  greatest  growth  in 
the  physical  plant  took  place,  the  en- 
dowment rose  six-fold,  and  faculty 
salaries  were  doubled. 

Several  alumnae  joined  forces  for  the 
event  following  the  unveiling.  An  origi- 
nal play,  "Between  the  Lines:  The  Real 
and  Imagined  Correspondence  of  Elijah 
Fletcher  and  Daisy  Williams,"  was  writ- 
ten for  the  anniversary  celebration  by 
Joan  Vail  Thome  '51 .  Mrs.  Thorne  took 
time  from  her  work  as  assistant  director 
of  the  "Texas  Trilogy,"  now  playing  in 
New  York,  to  supervise  the  production  of 
her  play,  which  she  described  as  a 
"mood  piece,"  evocative  of  the  period 
around  the  turn  of  the  century  when 
Sweet  Briar  was  founded. 

Jane  Feltus  Welch  '55,  an  ac- 
complished and  experienced  actress  as- 
sociated with  the  Actor's  Theatre  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  took  the  part  of 
Daisy  Williams,  in  whose  memory 
Sweet  Briar  was  established.  Richard  C. 
Rowland,  Charles  A.  Dana  Professor  of 
English,  played  the  role  of  Elijah 
Fletcher,  Daisy's  grandfather,  the  Ver- 
monter  who  came  to  Virginia  in  the  early 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  set- 
tled on  Sweet  Briar  plantation.  Julia 
Sadler  de  Coligny  '34,  Director  of  Estate 
Planning  at  Sweet  Briar,  was  the  voice  of 
Daisy's  mother,  Indiana  Fletcher  Wil- 
liams. Jane  Perry-Camp,  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  music,  played  a  Chickering 
square  grand  piano  built  in  the  1 850s  and 
given  to  the  college  by  the  John  M .  Payne 
family,  friends  of  the  Williams. 


Top:  Elizabeth  Bond  Wood  '34.  Director  of  College  De 
\\i^'*M^(^\i^\    T?r'^r1(^r1ir"ltr'/ I  vetopment.   President  Emeritus  Anne  Pannell  Taxloi 

D^iiciui.  i    i_\Lwnui.cUi..i  SarahE\erettToy-2SandPresidentWhitemanwiihMr^ 

Toy' s  sculpture  of  Mrs .  Taylor.  Bottom:  Jane  Feltus  WV/(/ 

'55  and  Richard  C  Rowland  portray  Daisy  Williams  am 
Following  the  Anniversary  Convoca-  Elijah  Fletcher  in  "Between  the  Unes." 

tion,  members  and  guests  of  the  Sweet 
Briar  community  proceeded  to  the  newly 
renovated  Benedict  Hall  (formerly 
Academic)  for  its  rededication  and  for 
the  dedication  of  the  new  Robert  C. 
Tyson  Auditorium. 

Presiding  at  the  ceremonies  was  Dale 
Hutter  Harris  '53,  national  chairman  of 
the  75th  Anniversary  Campaign.  Par- 
ticipating in  the  program  were  President 
Harold  B.  Whiteman,  Jr.;  Vice  President 
and  Treasurer  Peter  V.  Daniel;  Mr.  Elias 
Richards  III,  representing  the  Board  of 
Overseers;  Professor  Thomas  V.  Gilpat- 
rick  from  the  faculty;  and  the  Reverend 
Frederick  T.  Schumacher,  chaplain.  The 
Concert  Choir,   under  the  direction  of 


Allen  W.  Huszti.  perfonned  "In  Days  to 
Come"  by  Jean  Berger. 

Commenting  on  the  importanee  of 
Benedict,  President  Whiteman  said. 
"The  70-year  span  between  the  original 
construction  of  this  building  and  its  re- 
construction covers  the  entire  history,  to 
date,  of  Sweet  Briar.  Every  student  who 
has  ever  attended  the  college  has  studied 
and  learned,  has  experienced  both  the 
labor  and  the  joy  of  intellectual  growth 
and  discovery,  within  these  walls.  If  only 
they  could  talk,  what  tales  they  might 
tell:  great  aspirations,  some  disappoint- 
ments, many  successes,  frequent  sur- 
prises, many  changes  in  plan  ...  All  of 
the  young  women  who  have  walked  these 
halls,  sat  in  the  majestic  old  classrooms, 

searched  out  faculty  offices  in  unex- 

',ip  Date  HuiterHurm  5J  presides  ai  ihe  re-Jetiiitiii<m  pectcd  nooks  and  crannics  owc  a  debt  of 

iHenedulHM  Bon.,m.DavidTayler,mdt:lameFmmro    gratitude  tO  thoSC  who  made  the  firSt  in- 
mompanx  Ann  Tedards    70  in  a  concerl  of  Baroque    ^  .  •■  i  i.      ,- 

,„„,,.  carnation  of  Benedict  possible;  all  of  us 


today  and  all  of  those  yet  to  come  in  the 
next  70  years — at  least — owe  a  similar 
debt  to  those  many,  many  friends  who 
have  made  the  re-incarnation  possible." 

Baroijuc  <  "iin>.\  ri 

Ann  B.  Tedards  "70,  a  young  and  very 
talented  soprano,  gave  a  concert  of  late 
renaissance  and  early  baroque  music  fol- 
lowing the  official  "birthday  dinner." 
She  was  accompanied  by  Elaine  Funaro, 
harpsichord  and  David  Tayler,  lute. 
Since  earning  her  M.M.  degree  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1972. 
Miss  Tedards  has  pcrfomied  early  music 
with  the  New  York  Pro  Musica  Antiqua, 
the  Suffolk  Owls  Madrigal  Group,  the 
Aeolian  Consort,  and  the  Schola  An- 
tiqua. 


i'ouiKleis  Day 
i^onvocatirm 

Founders  Day  Convocation  was  cele- 
brated on  Thursday  morning,  October 
14,  with  Molly  Haskell  Sarris  '61 ,  as  the 
featured  speaker.  Mrs.  Sarris  is  a  film 
critic  for  the  Village  Voice  and  Viva, 
and  author  of  "From  Reverence  to  Rape: 
The  Treatment  of  Women  in  the 
Movies."  She  has  written  on  theatre, 
books,  and  the  women's  movement,  as 
well  as  on  tllm.  and  her  articles  have 
appeared  in  such  publications  as  the  New 
York  Times.  Vogue,  New  York 
magazine.  Film  Comment  and  Ms. 

Mrs.  Sarris  spoke  on  "The  Importance 
of  Ritual."  considering  "ritual,  as  rep- 
resented by  the  7.'ith  Anniversary  Cele- 
bration, and  other  ceremonial  markings 
of  time,  personal  and  institutional."  She 
said  that  "ritual  was  an  idea  that  was 
pretty  much  discredited  in  the  60's  — 
sometimes  with  justice  —  but  I  think 
many  of  us  are  coming  to  a  new  realiza- 
tion of  its  value." 

President  Whiteman  presented  Juliet 
Hallihurion  Burnett  of  Greensboro, 
N.C.  with  the  1976  Sweet  Briar  College 
Alumnae  Award,  honoring  an  alumna  for 
outstanding  service  to  the  college  in  a 
volunteer  capacity. 

A  graduate  of  the  class  of  1935  and  a 
member  of  the  college's  Board  of  Direc- 
tors and  Overseers,  Mrs.  Burnett  has 
been  president,  vice  president,  and  reg- 
ional chairman  of  the  Alumnae  Associa- 
tion and  has  served  on  the  Association's 
Executive  Board.  She  has  also  served  her 
local  club  in  many  capacities. 

In  Greensboro,  Mrs.  Burnett  has  been 
active  in  the  Greensboro  Symphony  Or- 
chestra, the  Community  Chest,  Family 
Service  Agency,  Children's  Home  Soci- 
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ety,  and  the  Blind  Association.  She  ii  n- 
past  president  of  the  Junior  League. 

In  making  the  award.  President 
Whiteman  said,  "The  list  of  positions 
she  has  found  time  to  hold  in  her  com- 
munity staggers  the  imagination  .  .  .  But 
no  matter  how  concerned  this  alumna 
was  with  civic  and  family  respon- 
sibilities, she  still  found  time  for  Sweet 
Briar." 

Following  the  convocation,  members 
of  the  college  community  processed  to 
Monument  Hill  accompanied  by  the 
Amherst  County  High  School  Band.  The 
traditional  Founders  Day  service  was 
held,  concluding  with  the  placing  of 
wreaths  on  the  founders'  graves  by  senior 
officers  of  the  Student  Government  As- 
sociation and  the  sophomore  class. 


Top:  President  Whiteman  presents  the  Sweet  Briar  Alum- 
nae Award  to  Juliet  Halliburton  Burnett  '35.  Bottom:  Col- 
lege Chaplain  Frederick  T.  Schumacher  leads  procession 
of  students,  faculty,  alumnae .  friends  arut  Amherst  County 
High  School  Band  to  Monument  Hill. 
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